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The Memorandum

Transparency

Collaboration

Participation

Principles of 
Open 

Government
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The Directive

Improve the quality 
of the Information

Publish Government 
Information Online

Implement the Culture 
of Open Government 

Create Open 
Government Policy 

Framework

Create Open 
Government Plan
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The Plan  

►Final Plan published 
June 25, 2010

►Comments received 
and considered from 
employees and public



► Conduct inventory & evaluate our processes for
release of data to the public

► Release data in an appropriate, useful format
► Submit datasets to Federal Government repository
► Continue to vigilantly protect personal information.
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Objective 1:  provide public with high value info to generate
ideas for improving our programs & services

► evaluate processes to ensure info/data we release is
clear, accurate, machine readable, appropriate

► expand Disclosure Review Boards
► establish action plan to update/release data
► review publicly available info 
► explore use of social media to improve transparency 6



Objective 2:  provide information to the public.

► inform key audiences 

► collect feedback from stakeholders on our current high
value releases to help identify future releases
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Social Security on Data.Gov

► 22 Datasets 
published so far to 
Data.Gov

►Public Data 
Explorer

http://www.data.gov/�
http://www.google.com/publicdata/explore/embed?ds=a7jenngfc4um7_&ctype=c&strail=false&nselm=s&met_y=personal_income_per_capita&scale_y=lin&ind_y=false&idim=county:06031:06037:06041:06023&ifdim=county:state:06000&pit=1167609600000&hl=en&dl=en&uniSize=0.0349�
http://www.google.com/publicdata/explore/embed?ds=a7jenngfc4um7_&ctype=c&strail=false&nselm=s&met_y=personal_income_per_capita&scale_y=lin&ind_y=false&idim=county:06031:06037:06041:06023&ifdim=county:state:06000&pit=1167609600000&hl=en&dl=en&uniSize=0.0349�


SOCIAL SECURITY’S 22 DATA SETS
• Benefits Data from the Benefits and Earnings Public Use File, 2004 
• Earnings Data from the Benefits and Earnings Public-Use File, 2004 
• 2009 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Annual Report 
• ALJ Disposition Data 
• Hearing Office Dispositions Per ALJ Per Day Rate Ranking Report 
• Hearings Held In-Person or Via Video Conferencing 
• Hearing Office Average Processing Time Ranking Report 
• Hearing Office Workload Data 
• National Beneficiary Survey (NBS) Round 3 
• NETSTAT Report 
• National Beneficiary Survey (NBS) Round 2 
• Old Age, Survivors, and Disability Insurance (OASDI) Public-Use Microdata File, 2001 Data 
• National Beneficiary Survey (NBS) Round 1 
• Supplemental Security Income Public-Use Microdata File, 2001 Data 
• SSA State Agency Workload Data 
• SSA Disability Claim Data 
• 2008 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Annual Report 
• Table 11 Average Monthly Payments for Federally Administered SSI Payments, by State or Other Area, 

Eligibility, Category, and Age, December 2008 (in dollars) 
• Table 5 Federally Administered SSI Federally Administered SSI Payments, by State or Other Area, Eligibility 

Category, and Age, December 2008
• Table 10 Federally Administered SSI Payments by Type of Payment, Sex, Eligibility Category, and Age, 

December 2008 
• Table 2 Average Monthly Social Security Benefits of Disabled Beneficiaries and Nondisabled Dependents 

by Basis of Entitlement, Age, and Sex, December 2008
• Table 27 Number of Disabled Workers Receiving Social Security Benefits by Sex, State or Other Area, and 

age, December 2008 
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OLD AGE, SURVIVORS, AND DISABLITY 
INSURANCE DATASET
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Data Dictionary and Field Descriptors
• YEAR OF BIRTH OF BENEFICIARY
• SEX OF BENEFICIARY
• YEAR OF CURRENT ENTITLEMENT
• TYPE OF BENEFIT
• PRIMARY INSURANCE AMOUNT
• TYPE OF PIA
• MONTHLY BENEFIT CREDITED
• BENEFIT REDUCTION BASED ON AGE OF BENEFICIARY
• BENEFIT REDUCTION FOR AGE OF DECEASED SPOUSE
• DELAYED RETIREMENT INDICATOR
• DUAL ENTITLEMENT INDICATOR
• DUAL ENTITLEMENT TO OTHER PROGRAM
• OTHER TYPE OF BENEFIT
• DUAL ENTITLEMENT BENEFICIARY INDICATOR
• LARGER EXCESS MONTHLY BENEFIT AMOUNT
• SMALLER ACTUARIALLY REDUCED MONTHLY BENEFIT AMOUNT
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WHAT PEOPLE ARE DOING WITH DATA
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Alan Lane
Associate CIO for Open Government

Alan.Lane@ssa.gov

Suggested datasets may be 
made directly to Data.gov 

and
Contact Me Regarding:

-SSA Datasets
-Your Ideas for Use

-Further Information
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