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		Year		PTFR		CTFR (cohort born t-26)

		1917		3.3333

		1918		3.3122

		1919		3.0677

		1920		3.2633

		1921		3.3262

		1922		3.1094

		1923		3.1012

		1924		3.1207

		1925		3.0116

		1926		2.9007

		1927		2.8243

		1925

		1926

		1927

		1928		2.6598		2.4419

		1929		2.532		2.405

		1930		2.5325		2.3585

		1931		2.4017		2.3179

		1932		2.3186		2.2945

		1933		2.172		2.2703

		1934		2.232		2.2728

		1935		2.1887		2.2742

		1936		2.1456		2.2956

		1937		2.1733		2.3119

		1938		2.2217		2.3428

		1939		2.1717		2.3877

		1940		2.229		2.4338

		1941		2.3315		2.4672

		1942		2.5548		2.5121

		1943		2.6402		2.5502

		1944		2.4945		2.6379

		1945		2.4218		2.7023

		1946		2.8579		2.7652

		1947		3.1812		2.794

		1948		3.0262		2.8467

		1949		3.0362		2.9131

		1950		3.028		2.9657

		1951		3.1991		3.0065

		1952		3.2865		3.0413

		1953		3.3494		3.0692

		1954		3.4612		3.1226

		1955		3.4983		3.1565

		1956		3.6047		3.2004

		1957		3.6824		3.2147

		1958		3.6289		3.22

		1959		3.6382		3.2067

		1960		3.6057		3.165

		1961		3.5639		3.1056

		1962		3.4233		3.0346

		1963		3.2978		2.9505

		1964		3.1709		2.8758

		1965		2.8816		2.7817

		1966		2.6704		2.6761

		1967		2.5255		2.566

		1968		2.431		2.4575

		1969		2.4229		2.3698

		1970		2.4800		2.2893

		1971		2.2665		2.2303

		1972		2.0100		2.1685

		1973		1.8790		2.1183

		1974		1.8350		2.0738

		1975		1.7740		2.0415

		1976		1.7380		2.0143

		1977		1.7895		1.9941

		1978		1.7600		1.9829

		1979		1.8080		1.9816

		1980		1.8395		1.9875

		1981		1.8120		1.9922

		1982		1.8275		1.9952

		1983		1.7990		1.9982

		1984		1.8065		2.0088

		1985		1.8440		2.0193

		1986		1.8375		2.0261

		1987		1.8720		2.0298

		1988		1.9340		2.0377

		1989		2.0140		2.0484

		1990		2.0810		2.0608

		1991		2.0625		2.0715

		1992		2.0460		2.0802

		1993		2.0195		2.0866

		1994		2.0015		2.0947

		1995		1.9780		2.1063

		1996		1.9760		2.1228

		1997		1.9710		2.1404

		1998		1.9990

		1999		2.0075								comparison

		2000		2.0560								Census												childtrends (matches NCVS)

		2001		2.0340								"United States                      ",2001,      2.05												2.034

		2002		2.0130								"United States                      ",2002,      2.06												2.013

		2003		2.0425								"United States                      ",2003,      2.07												2.0425

		2004		2.0455								"United States                      ",2004,      2.07												2.0455

		2005		2.0540								"United States                      ",2005,      2.08												2.054

												"United States                      ",2006,      2.09
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*For cohort born t-26; Note: Last data points for CTFR use imputed data; Sources: Schoen 2004, National Center for Health Statistics 2005b, 2006a

Period TFR

Cohort TFR*

Figure 1. Period and cohort total fertility rates, United States 1928-2005

2.6598

2.4419

2.532

2.405

2.5325

2.3585

2.4017

2.3179

2.3186

2.2945

2.172

2.2703

2.232

2.2728

2.1887

2.2742

2.1456

2.2956

2.1733

2.3119

2.2217

2.3428

2.1717

2.3877

2.229

2.4338

2.3315

2.4672

2.5548

2.5121

2.6402

2.5502

2.4945

2.6379

2.4218

2.7023

2.8579

2.7652

3.1812

2.794

3.0262

2.8467

3.0362

2.9131

3.028

2.9657

3.1991

3.0065

3.2865

3.0413

3.3494

3.0692

3.4612

3.1226

3.4983

3.1565

3.6047

3.2004

3.6824

3.2147

3.6289

3.22

3.6382

3.2067

3.6057

3.165

3.5639

3.1056

3.4233

3.0346

3.2978

2.9505

3.1709

2.8758

2.8816

2.7817

2.6704

2.6761

2.5255

2.566

2.431

2.4575

2.4229

2.3698

2.48

2.2893

2.2665

2.2303

2.01

2.1685

1.879

2.1183

1.835

2.0738

1.774

2.0415

1.738

2.0143

1.7895

1.9941

1.76

1.9829

1.808

1.9816

1.8395

1.9875

1.812

1.9922

1.8275

1.9952

1.799

1.9982

1.8065

2.0088

1.844

2.0193

1.8375

2.0261

1.872

2.0298

1.934

2.0377

2.014

2.0484

2.081

2.0608

2.0625

2.0715

2.046

2.0802

2.0195

2.0866

2.0015

2.0947

1.978

2.1063

1.976

2.1228

1.971

2.1404

1.999

2.0075

2.056

2.034

2.013

2.0425

2.0455

2.054



F2

		1925		1925

		1926		1926

		1927		1927

		1928		1928

		1929		1929

		1930		1930

		1931		1931

		1932		1932

		1933		1933

		1934		1934

		1935		1935

		1936		1936

		1937		1937

		1938		1938

		1939		1939

		1940		1940

		1941		1941

		1942		1942

		1943		1943

		1944		1944

		1945		1945

		1946		1946

		1947		1947

		1948		1948

		1949		1949

		1950		1950

		1951		1951

		1952		1952

		1953		1953

		1954		1954

		1955		1955

		1956		1956

		1957		1957

		1958		1958

		1959		1959

		1960		1960

		1961		1961

		1962		1962

		1963		1963

		1964		1964

		1965		1965

		1966		1966

		1967		1967

		1968		1968

		1969		1969

		1970		1970

		1971		1971

		1972		1972

		1973		1973

		1974		1974

		1975		1975

		1976		1976

		1977		1977

		1978		1978

		1979		1979

		1980		1980

		1981		1981

		1982		1982

		1983		1983

		1984		1984

		1985		1985

		1986		1986

		1987		1987

		1988		1988

		1989		1989

		1990		1990

		1991		1991

		1992		1992

		1993		1993

		1994		1994

		1995		1995

		1996		1996

		1997		1997

		1998		1998

		1999		1999

		2000		2000

		2001		2001

		2002		2002

		2003		2003

		2004		2004

		2005		2005



*For cohort born t-26; Note: Last data points for CTFR use imputed data; Sources: Schoen 2004, National Center for Health Statistics 2005b, 2006a
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T1

		

				No children		1 child		2 children		3 children		4+ children												No children		1 child		2 children		3 children		4+ children

		1976		10		10		22		23		36		15.8		13.9		6.2				1976		0.10		0.10		0.22		0.23		0.36

		1980		10		10		25		23		33		15.5		11.6		6				1980		0.10		0.10		0.25		0.23		0.33

		1984		11		12		31		24		23		12		8.2		2.6				1984		0.11		0.12		0.31		0.24		0.23

		1988		15		15		35		21		15		8.8		4.9		0.8				1988		0.15		0.15		0.35		0.21		0.15

		1992		16		17		37		19		11		7		3.6		0.8				1992		0.16		0.17		0.37		0.19		0.11

		1995		18		18		35		19		11		7.4		3		0.9				1995		0.18		0.18		0.35		0.19		0.11

		2000		19		16		35		19		11		7.2		2.8		0.5				2000		0.19		0.16		0.35		0.19		0.11

		2004		19		17		35		18		11		7.4		2.9		0.5				2004		0.19		0.17		0.35		0.18		0.11
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Source: US Census Bureau 2005a
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Figure 2. Distribution of women 40-44 by number of children ever born
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T2

		Table 1. Mean number of children ever born by women's educational attainment, women 40-44

				1973		1988		2002

		Less than high school		3.86		2.92		2.75

		High school graduate/GED		2.96		2.17		2.19

		Some college		3.02		2.12		2.00

		Bachelor's degree or higher		2.86		1.58		1.73

		Total		3.26		2.15		2.11

		Note: Educational attainment based on number of years of school completed; Sources: National Surveys of Family Growth

		2002 had 3 missing values for years schooling.  All of these had HS diplomas/GEDs (var=hieduc), so were recoded 12 years schooling

		2002 had 1 val=22 for number of babies born.  Recoded missing

		1988 has a few respondents who were aged 14 or 45 at the time of their interview (within age boundries at a certain date); they are coded 15 and 44, respectively





T3

		Table 2. Coefficient of years of schooling completed among respondents aged 30-44, National Survey of Family Growth 1973, 1988, 2002

		Survey year, sex		Dependent Variable

				Total births expected				Current parity				Additional births expected

		1973 Women		-0.153		*		-0.157		*		0.004

		1988 Women		-0.126		*		-0.163		*		0.037		*

		2002 Women		-0.097		*		-0.150		*		0.053		*

		2002 Men		-0.053		*		-0.101		*		0.048		*

		*Significant at 0.001 level; Note: Age is controlled via a second-degree polynomial

		2002 Men includes a few men age 45





T4

		Table 3. Total fertility rates among major ethnic groups, United States

				Total		Non-Hispanic Whites		Non-Hispanic Blacks		Hispanics

										All		Mexicans

		1989		2.014		1.770		2.424		2.904		2.916

		1996		1.976		1.781		2.140		2.772		3.052

		2004		2.046		1.847		2.020		2.824		3.021

		Source: National Center for Health Statistics, 2006b





T5

		Table 4. Coefficients of ethnicity among women aged 30-44, National Surveys of Family Growth 1973, 1988, 2002

		Survey year, race		Dependent Variable

				Total births expected				Current parity				Additional births expected

		Non-Hispanic Blacks

		1973		0.688		*		0.634		*		0.054		*

		1988		0.236		*		0.204		*		0.032

		2002		0.233		*		0.215		*		0.018

		Hispanics

		1973		0.211				0.062				0.150		*

		1988		0.352		*		0.210				0.142		*

		2002		0.426		*		0.336		*		0.096		*

		*Significant at 0.01 level; Note: Age, age squared, and years of schooling completed are controlled





T6

		Table 5. Total fertility rates in selected developed countries*

		Country		TFR		(year)		Country		TFR		(year)

		United States		2.05		(2005)		Hungary		1.35		(2006)

		France		1.98		(2006)		Spain		1.34		(2005)

		Sweden		1.85		(2006)		Germany		1.34		(2005)

		Denmark		1.85		(2006)		Greece		1.34		(2005)

		Australia		1.81		(2005)		Czech Republic		1.33		(2006)

		Finland		1.81		(2006)		Ukraine		1.32		(2006)

		United Kingdom		1.79		(2005)		Russia		1.31		(2006)

		Belgium		1.72		(2005)		Romania		1.31		(2006)

		Netherlands		1.68		(2006)		Poland		1.28		(2006)

		Canada		1.52		(2005)		Slovakia		1.25		(2005)

		Switzerland		1.43		(2006)		Japan		1.25		(2005)

		Portugal		1.41		(2005)		South Korea		1.13		(2006)

		Bulgaria		1.38		(2006)		Taiwan		1.12		(2005)

		Austria		1.38		(2006)		Hong Kong		0.99		(2006)

		Italy		1.35		(2006)

		*Countries with populations above 5 million; Source: Population Reference Bureau http://www.prb.org/pdf07/TFRTable.pdf





		Table 6. Coefficients relating the expected number of births to religious affiliation at age 16, women aged 30-44, National Survey of Family Growth 2002

		No religion		-0.444

		Mainline Protestant		0.000

		Fundamentalist Protestant		0.194

		Catholic		0.127

		Other non-Christian religion		0.264

		Note: Age, age squared, years of schooling completed, and race/ethnicity are controlled







Percentage change in birth rates by age 
of mother: United States, 1990 and 2004  

Source: Martin JA, Hamilton BE, Sutton PD, et al. Births: Final data for 2004. National vital statistics reports; 
vol 55 no 1. Hyattsville, MD: National Center for Health Statistics. 2006. 
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F1

		Year		PTFR		CTFR (cohort born t-26)

		1917		3.3333

		1918		3.3122

		1919		3.0677

		1920		3.2633

		1921		3.3262

		1922		3.1094

		1923		3.1012

		1924		3.1207

		1925		3.0116

		1926		2.9007

		1927		2.8243

		1925

		1926

		1927

		1928		2.6598		2.4419

		1929		2.532		2.405

		1930		2.5325		2.3585

		1931		2.4017		2.3179

		1932		2.3186		2.2945

		1933		2.172		2.2703

		1934		2.232		2.2728

		1935		2.1887		2.2742

		1936		2.1456		2.2956

		1937		2.1733		2.3119

		1938		2.2217		2.3428

		1939		2.1717		2.3877

		1940		2.229		2.4338

		1941		2.3315		2.4672

		1942		2.5548		2.5121

		1943		2.6402		2.5502

		1944		2.4945		2.6379

		1945		2.4218		2.7023

		1946		2.8579		2.7652

		1947		3.1812		2.794

		1948		3.0262		2.8467

		1949		3.0362		2.9131

		1950		3.028		2.9657

		1951		3.1991		3.0065

		1952		3.2865		3.0413

		1953		3.3494		3.0692

		1954		3.4612		3.1226

		1955		3.4983		3.1565

		1956		3.6047		3.2004

		1957		3.6824		3.2147

		1958		3.6289		3.22

		1959		3.6382		3.2067

		1960		3.6057		3.165

		1961		3.5639		3.1056

		1962		3.4233		3.0346

		1963		3.2978		2.9505

		1964		3.1709		2.8758

		1965		2.8816		2.7817

		1966		2.6704		2.6761

		1967		2.5255		2.566

		1968		2.431		2.4575

		1969		2.4229		2.3698

		1970		2.4800		2.2893

		1971		2.2665		2.2303

		1972		2.0100		2.1685

		1973		1.8790		2.1183

		1974		1.8350		2.0738

		1975		1.7740		2.0415

		1976		1.7380		2.0143

		1977		1.7895		1.9941

		1978		1.7600		1.9829

		1979		1.8080		1.9816

		1980		1.8395		1.9875

		1981		1.8120		1.9922

		1982		1.8275		1.9952

		1983		1.7990		1.9982

		1984		1.8065		2.0088

		1985		1.8440		2.0193

		1986		1.8375		2.0261

		1987		1.8720		2.0298

		1988		1.9340		2.0377

		1989		2.0140		2.0484

		1990		2.0810		2.0608

		1991		2.0625		2.0715

		1992		2.0460		2.0802

		1993		2.0195		2.0866

		1994		2.0015		2.0947

		1995		1.9780		2.1063

		1996		1.9760		2.1228

		1997		1.9710		2.1404

		1998		1.9990

		1999		2.0075								comparison

		2000		2.0560								Census												childtrends (matches NCVS)

		2001		2.0340								"United States                      ",2001,      2.05												2.034

		2002		2.0130								"United States                      ",2002,      2.06												2.013

		2003		2.0425								"United States                      ",2003,      2.07												2.0425

		2004		2.0455								"United States                      ",2004,      2.07												2.0455

		2005		2.0540								"United States                      ",2005,      2.08												2.054

												"United States                      ",2006,      2.09
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*For cohort born t-26; Note: Last data points for CTFR use imputed data; Sources: Schoen 2004, National Center for Health Statistics 2005b, 2006a
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Cohort TFR*

Figure 1. Period and cohort total fertility rates, United States 1928-2005
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*For cohort born t-26; Note: Last data points for CTFR use imputed data; Sources: Schoen 2004, National Center for Health Statistics 2005b, 2006a
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T1

		

				No children		1 child		2 children		3 children		4+ children												No children		1 child		2 children		3 children		4+ children

		1976		10		10		22		23		36		15.8		13.9		6.2				1976		0.10		0.10		0.22		0.23		0.36

		1980		10		10		25		23		33		15.5		11.6		6				1980		0.10		0.10		0.25		0.23		0.33

		1984		11		12		31		24		23		12		8.2		2.6				1984		0.11		0.12		0.31		0.24		0.23

		1988		15		15		35		21		15		8.8		4.9		0.8				1988		0.15		0.15		0.35		0.21		0.15

		1992		16		17		37		19		11		7		3.6		0.8				1992		0.16		0.17		0.37		0.19		0.11

		1995		18		18		35		19		11		7.4		3		0.9				1995		0.18		0.18		0.35		0.19		0.11

		2000		19		16		35		19		11		7.2		2.8		0.5				2000		0.19		0.16		0.35		0.19		0.11

		2004		19		17		35		18		11		7.4		2.9		0.5				2004		0.19		0.17		0.35		0.18		0.11
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Source: US Census Bureau 2005a
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Figure 2. Distribution of women 40-44 by number of children ever born
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Source: US Census Bureau 2005a

No children

1 child

2 children

3 children

4+ children

0.102

0.096

0.217

0.227

0.359

0.101

0.096

0.246

0.226

0.331

0.111

0.122

0.305

0.235

0.228

0.147

0.149

0.352

0.207

0.145

0.157

0.173

0.366

0.19

0.114

0.175

0.176

0.352

0.185

0.113

0.19

0.164

0.35

0.191

0.105

0.193

0.174

0.345

0.181

0.108



T3

		Table 1. Mean number of children ever born by women's educational attainment, women 40-44

				1973		1988		2002

		Less than high school		3.86		2.92		2.75

		High school graduate/GED		2.96		2.17		2.19

		Some college		3.02		2.12		2.00

		Bachelor's degree or higher		2.86		1.58		1.73

		Total		3.26		2.15		2.11

		Note: Educational attainment based on number of years of school completed; Sources: National Surveys of Family Growth

		2002 had 3 missing values for years schooling.  All of these had HS diplomas/GEDs (var=hieduc), so were recoded 12 years schooling

		2002 had 1 val=22 for number of babies born.  Recoded missing

		1988 has a few respondents who were aged 14 or 45 at the time of their interview (within age boundries at a certain date); they are coded 15 and 44, respectively





T4

		Table 2. Coefficient of years of schooling completed among respondents aged 30-44, National Survey of Family Growth 1973, 1988, 2002

		Survey year, sex		Dependent Variable

				Total births expected				Current parity				Additional births expected

		1973 Women		-0.153		*		-0.157		*		0.004

		1988 Women		-0.126		*		-0.163		*		0.037		*

		2002 Women		-0.097		*		-0.150		*		0.053		*

		2002 Men		-0.053		*		-0.101		*		0.048		*

		*Significant at 0.001 level; Note: Age is controlled via a second-degree polynomial

		2002 Men includes a few men age 45





T5

		Table 3. Total fertility rates among major ethnic groups, United States

				Total		Non-Hispanic Whites		Non-Hispanic Blacks		Hispanics

										All		Mexicans

		1989		2.014		1.770		2.424		2.904		2.916

		1996		1.976		1.781		2.140		2.772		3.052

		2004		2.046		1.847		2.020		2.824		3.021

		Source: National Center for Health Statistics, 2006b





T6

		Table 4. Coefficients of ethnicity among women aged 30-44, National Surveys of Family Growth 1973, 1988, 2002

		Survey year, race		Dependent Variable

				Total births expected				Current parity				Additional births expected

		Non-Hispanic Blacks

		1973		0.688		*		0.634		*		0.054		*

		1988		0.236		*		0.204		*		0.032

		2002		0.233		*		0.215		*		0.018

		Hispanics

		1973		0.211				0.062				0.150		*

		1988		0.352		*		0.210				0.142		*

		2002		0.426		*		0.336		*		0.096		*

		*Significant at 0.01 level; Note: Age, age squared, and years of schooling completed are controlled





		Table 5. Total fertility rates in selected developed countries*

		Country		TFR		(year)		Country		TFR		(year)

		United States		2.05		(2005)		Hungary		1.35		(2006)

		France		1.98		(2006)		Spain		1.34		(2005)

		Sweden		1.85		(2006)		Germany		1.34		(2005)

		Denmark		1.85		(2006)		Greece		1.34		(2005)

		Australia		1.81		(2005)		Czech Republic		1.33		(2006)

		Finland		1.81		(2006)		Ukraine		1.32		(2006)

		United Kingdom		1.79		(2005)		Russia		1.31		(2006)

		Belgium		1.72		(2005)		Romania		1.31		(2006)

		Netherlands		1.68		(2006)		Poland		1.28		(2006)

		Canada		1.52		(2005)		Slovakia		1.25		(2005)

		Switzerland		1.43		(2006)		Japan		1.25		(2005)

		Portugal		1.41		(2005)		South Korea		1.13		(2006)

		Bulgaria		1.38		(2006)		Taiwan		1.12		(2005)

		Austria		1.38		(2006)		Hong Kong		0.99		(2006)

		Italy		1.35		(2006)

		*Countries with populations above 5 million; Source: Population Reference Bureau http://www.prb.org/pdf07/TFRTable.pdf





		Table 6. Coefficients relating the expected number of births to religious affiliation at age 16, women aged 30-44, National Survey of Family Growth 2002

		No religion		-0.444

		Mainline Protestant		0.000

		Fundamentalist Protestant		0.194

		Catholic		0.127

		Other non-Christian religion		0.264

		Note: Age, age squared, years of schooling completed, and race/ethnicity are controlled







Coefficient of years of schooling completed 
among respondents aged 30-44 

*Significant at 0.001 level; Note: Age is controlled via a second-degree polynomial 

National Survey of Family Growth 1973, 1988, 2002 

Survey year, sex

1973 Women -0.153 * -0.157 * 0.004
1988 Women -0.126 * -0.163 * 0.037 *
2002 Women -0.097 * -0.150 * 0.053 *

2002 Men -0.053 * -0.101 * 0.048 *

Dependent Variable
Total births 
expected Current parity

Additional births 
expected



Total fertility rates among major 
ethnic groups, United States 

Total
All Mexicans

1989 2.014 1.770 2.424 2.904 2.916
1996 1.976 1.781 2.140 2.772 3.052
2004 2.046 1.847 2.020 2.824 3.021

Non-Hispanic 
Whites

Non-Hispanic 
Blacks

Hispanics

Source: National Center for Health Statistics, 2006 



Coefficients of ethnicity among 
women aged 30-44 

Survey year, race

Non-Hispanic Blacks
1973 0.688 * 0.634 * 0.054 *
1988 0.236 * 0.204 * 0.032
2002 0.233 * 0.215 * 0.018

Hispanics
1973 0.211 0.062 0.150 *
1988 0.352 * 0.210 0.142 *
2002 0.426 * 0.336 * 0.096 *

Dependent Variable
Total births 
expected Current parity

Additional births 
expected

*Significant at 0.01 level; Note: Age, age squared, and years of schooling completed are controlled 

National Surveys of Family Growth 1973, 1988, 2002 



Average number of lifetime births 
per thousand women, 2002 

Source: National Center for Health Statistics 



Total fertility rates in selected 
developed countries* 

Country TFR (year) Country TFR (year)
United States 2.05 (2005) Hungary 1.35 (2006)
France 1.98 (2006) Spain 1.34 (2005)
Sweden 1.85 (2006) Germany 1.34 (2005)
Denmark 1.85 (2006) Greece 1.34 (2005)
Australia 1.81 (2005) Czech Republic 1.33 (2006)
Finland 1.81 (2006) Ukraine 1.32 (2006)
United Kingdom 1.79 (2005) Russia 1.31 (2006)
Belgium 1.72 (2005) Romania 1.31 (2006)
Netherlands 1.68 (2006) Poland 1.28 (2006)
Canada 1.52 (2005) Slovakia 1.25 (2005)
Switzerland 1.43 (2006) Japan 1.25 (2005)
Portugal 1.41 (2005) South Korea 1.13 (2006)
Bulgaria 1.38 (2006) Taiwan 1.12 (2005)
Austria 1.38 (2006) Hong Kong 0.99 (2006)
Italy 1.35 (2006)

*Countries with populations above 5 million; Source: Population Reference Bureau 



Coefficients relating the expected number 
of births to religious affiliation at age 16, 

women aged 30-44,  

No religion -0.444
Mainline Protestant 0.000
Fundamentalist Protestant 0.194
Catholic 0.127
Other non-Christian religion 0.264

Note: Age, age squared, years of schooling completed, and race/ethnicity are controlled 

National Survey of Family Growth 2002 



Summing up: the future 

• Increases in Hispanic population 
• Increases in education 
• Possible restrictions on abortion access 
• Stabilization in mean age of childbearing 
• Uncertainty: why is the U.S. so different 

from Europe? 

Effect 

+0.07 
 

-0.07 
 

+0.10 
 

+0.15 

Period 

30 yrs 
 

30 yrs 
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